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Artists  of 

Abraham  Lincoln 

portraits 


Leone  Bracker 

Mother  and  son 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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MOTHER  AND  SOI  -  -  BR;.OKEE 


Lincoln*  s  ikmous  trlTjiite  "all  that 
I  am  or  ever  hope  to  "be  X  ow«  to  w  Angel 
Mother"  waited  a  long  time  for  a  sympathetic 
porti'syal  of  this  sentiment  in  art.  At  last 
a  well  known  artist,  Leon  Bracker, created  a 
mother  and  son  group  i?hich  iiamediately  took 
its  plf?ce  af  the  outst^ndii^  picture  of 
^^ancy  Hrinks  Lincoln  .^nd  her  boy  which  has 
thas  far  a^'^pp'^red.  Abrahnm  Lincoln  is  re- 
posed, studying  at  his  mother's  kn«©  in 
the  Indiana  log  cnhin. 


I 


Leone  Bracker  became  internationally 

> 
famous  durin,.;    the   iVorlcI    '-.tr,   at  w'lich  time  he 

contributed   sonie    of    the    lost  realistic   ijosters 

for   trie  government  • 

In   1933  he  was   co::i£al3 stoned,  ty  the 
Lincoln  IJatlMial  ^ifo    I'v  -r\  :-tlon   to  do   a   .jic- 


tiire  of  Ilanc: 


Ji&i-Ms   •i-'inco-' 


bGi^  boj  Abrahan* 


Mr»   -tracker  iimnediutely  went   to  southern  Indiana 
to    secure  atmosphere  for  the   c-'    f -:  u}lated  work, 
arid  visited  the   site   of   the  -uincoln  h.onie  and 
other  places  of  lilstorical   interest  associated 
with  tr.e   Lin  coins. 

His  study  has  become  the  ...lost   famous 
picture   of  Lincoln  anC   lilstmother. 


There   is  no  actual  ^jhotocr'aph  of  Ilancy 
Hanks   Lincoln,    eid  this    study   of  her  may  he   said 
to  be   the   best   likeness   of  her.      It   was   based 
upon  \ford  sketches   loft  by  her   conteraporaries* 


AH 


that  I  am  or  ever  hope  to  he,  I  our  to  my  Aiii^d  Motlxr  '  /t,  OU/nCfT^ ' 


Th,         Reproduced  from  the  original  by  M.  Leone  Bracker 
Ihrough  the  courtesy  of  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 


•ALL    THAT    I    AM    OR    EVER    HOPE    TO    BE,   I    OWE    TO    MY    ANGEL    MOTHER' 


REPRODUCED    FROM    THE    ORIGINAL    BY    M.    LEONE    BRACKER 
THROUGH    THE    COURTESY    OF    LINCOLN    NATIONAL    LIFE    INSURANCE    COMPANY 
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The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


To  Father 

on  Mother' s  Day 

Mother  and  the  children  couldn't 
live  on  mere  memories  of  your  thoughtful- 
ness,  could  they? 

Do  you  know  that  for  a  few  cents  a 
day  you  can  arrange  to  continue  a  portion 
of  your  salary  to  them  and  at  the  same 
time  set  aside  a  salary  for  yourself? 

The  inside  pages  will  tell  you  more 
about  this  new  Salary  Continuance  Plan. 

Sincerely  yours. 


Greatest  Gift  Any  Man  Can  Leave  His  Family  Is  Their  Mother's  Time! 


50c  A  DAY  PROVIDES 
$100  A  MONTH  FOR  MOTHER  AND  THE 
FAMILY  ....  and  something  for  father,   too! 

man  30  years  old  can  guarantee  a  salary  to 
his  family  for  10  years  for  <^oc  a  day  I  Payable  $100  a 
month  during  the  first  year — ^75  a  month  the  second 
—  and  $^0  monthly  for  eight  more  years. 

AND  MORE  —  he  guarantees  himself  a  Hfe  income 
of  $75  a  month  beginning  at  age  65 — at  the  same  time! 

IT'S  UP  TO  YOU — Through  the  Salary  Continuance 
Plan  you  can:  (1)  Continue  a  salary  to  Mother  and 
the  family  if  you  die.  (2)  Continue  a  salary  to  your- 
self—  of  any  amount  you  desire  —  to  begin  at  age  65 
or  earlier  if  you  wish. 

You  Can  Provide  For  Your  Own  Retirement 
WHILE  YOU  PROVIDE  FOR  MOTHER  AND  THE  FAMILY! 


'The  Boy  Lincoln  and  His  Mother"— Copt.  1934  The  L.N. L.I.  Co. 


nL;tUi  D*u .  1937 


IiNCOLN  learned  the  ABC's  of  character  at  his  mother's 
J  knee.  Your  children  —  whatever  might  happen  to 
you  — will  enjoy  the  same  priceless  opportunity  if  you 
take  time  right  now  to  endow  that  best  of  schools  —  your 
hom-e.  Give  flowers;  surely.  But  remember  that  the  most 
welcome  Mother's  Day  gift  of  all  — in  these  years  of 
insecurity  —  is  security.  For  a  fraction  of  your  income, 
our  new  Salary  Continuance  Plan  will,  should  you  die, 
pay  your  wife  a  regular  "salary"  during  the  difficult  years 
of  readjustment.  If  you  live  beyond  retirement  age,  a 
"salary"  comes  to  you.  Ask  your  Lincoln  agent  for  details 
-or  write  us.  This  is  the  ideal  Mother's  Day  gift  for  1937. 


0«r  private  collection  of  Lincolniana  —  largest  in  the  world 
—will  interest  visitors.  Inquiries,  by  mail,  concerning  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  will  be  answered  promptly  and  authoritatively. 


THE  UNCOLN « 
INSURANCE 


NATIONAL  UFE 
COMPANY 


FORT   WAYNE,    IND. 
ITS    NAME    INDICATES    ITS   CHARACTER 


Reprinted  from  the  May  8th  issue  of  the  Saturday  Evening  Post. 


//.LINCOLN 
NATIONAL 


LIFE    INSURANCE    COMPANY 

FORT   WAYNE,   INDIANA 


LINCOLN   AET   EXHIBIT 


Members  of  the  Northeastern  Indiana  Teachers  Association, 
you  are  cordially  invited  to  attend  a  remarkable  display 
of  art  vork  featuring 

ABRAHAIvI  LINCOm 
as  portrayed  in  water  color  studies,  oil  paintings,  char- 
coal drawings,  etchings,  lithographs,  engravings  and  origi- 
nal photographs, 

ON  EXEXBTTION 
in  both  the  Museum  and  the  Auditorium  of  The  Lincoln 
National  Life  Insurance  Company  Building,  opposite  the 
United  States  Post  Office. 

Thursday  and  Friday,  October  25  and  2k  >£o  e|.^:^^v 

8  A.  M.  to  k:30   P.  M. 
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Good  Likeness  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  Is  Sought 
For  Mother's  Day  Stamp 

Bj  MONTE  M.  KATTEBJOHX 

ROCKPORT,  Ind.  F'eb.  17— (Special)— The  inspired  visions  ot  tlie 
masters  of  art  have  been  summoned  for  a  postage  stamp  portrait  of 
the  mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  whom  Spencer  County  Historical 
Society  members  seelt  to  honor  in  11)43  with  a  Mother's  Day  postage 
her 


stamp.  They  want  her  name  to 
become  known  to  eveiy  boy  and 
girl  in  America,  her  humble  in- 
fluence for  rugged  goodness  to 
grow  with  the  years. 

Few  sculptors  and  palntel-s  have 
attempted  to  product  a  lil\en6BS  of 
the  heroic  pioneer  figure — Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln — whoj  made  history, 
yet  has  been  treated  so  badly  by 
history. 

Few  PaiutingH  Kiionii 
There  can  be  found  less  than  a 
half-dozen  paintings,  and  only  a 
few  slielches  and  line  drawings  of 
the  mother  "who  cradled  a  nation's 
fiite    in   her   arms." 

Febiiuiry    4    w;is    the    one    huu-| 
dred   fifty-sixlh  anniversary  of  lier  ■ 
birtli    in    Virginia.      81)6    died    and 
M'fia    buried    in    Carter    Township, 
pencter  County.     During  tlie   past 
:z   years   her   features   have    l)een  , 
■.lineated    in    but    one    important  1 
nvas,   sealed   betoi'e  her   Hoosier , 
g-cabin   hearth,   called  '"J'lie  Boy  I 
ncoln    and    His    Mother,"    by    M. } 
!one   Bracher  of  New  York  City,  I 
1934. 

An  Inspired  piece  of  sculpture  by  ; 
ard  Fairbanlvs  of  the  Institute 
Fine  Arts,  University  of  Michi- 
n,  called  "Mother  of  Lincoln,"  i 
another  face  record.  He  is  also! 
ulptor  of  "The  Pioneer  Mother" 
ected    at    Vancouver.    Wash.  | 

I'holographs  of  S(atu(es 
Pliotograplis  of  many  statutes 
presenting  pioneer  women  dedi- 
tted  at  histoiical  points  over  the 
nited  States  are  being  received 
y  Mrs.  Bess  Eiirmann,  the  gpen- 
er  County  Historical  Society's 
uiator,  as  stamp  proposals, 
culptor  Bryant  Balier's  "The  Pio- 
eer  Woman"  at  Ponca  (^ity,  Oitla., 
.  among  them.  His  Buffalo,  N. 
.,  statule  of  "Young  Lincoln"  has 
jen  acclaimed  outstanding. 
Oeorge  H.  Honig,  Roc  kport's 
vn  sculptor,  has  produced  a 
ancy  Hanks  doll,  with  a  sem- 
ance  of  Abe's  expression  woven 
to  the  face  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lin- 
iln.  But  he  is  now  at  work  on  a 
jw  bust-size  figure  of  the  sainted 
omaji  for  the  stamp.  j 

"Kesenrch    Lalioratoij"  I 

Temporarily     it     all     is     turning 
pencer    County    into    a    research i 
boratory  of  tlie   tine  arts  to  findi 
le  just  right  portrait  of  a  mother 
bom    the    Lincoln    countiy    poet, 
lanche  Hammond  Camp  of  Boon-' 
ille  says  "bad  the  wisdom   of  the 
iges  without  the  world's  acclaim." 
Sculptors,  painters  and  others  of 
-  le    ait    world    aie    writing,    and 
some    have    even    visited    Rockport- 
to    learn   how   the    poi  trait   for   thci 
stamp    will    be    selected.      Tl^e    in- 
terest has  thrilled  the  members  of 
the  historical  society's  stamp  com- 
mittee;   overwhelmed    them    some- 
what  with    the    importance    of   the 
decisions     which    they     believed 
would  be  easy  to  make. 


Mother's  Day  of  this  year,  Sunday, 
May  12.  Four  recognized  figures 
of  the  art  world,  also  an  eminent 
Lincoln  histoi'ian,  an  outstanding 
educator  or  book  publisher  and 
the  editor  of  some  national  wom- 
an's magazine  will  be  named  to 
make  the  final  decisions  ot  recom- 
mendation to  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment. 

Two  full  years— from  May,  1910 
to  May,  1942— will  be  allotted  to 
the  further  accumulation  of  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln  portraits.  Submis- 
sion will  he  open  to  any  American 
artisK  without  offer  of  leward. 


I  They  are  deiugeU  witli  photo- 
|graphs  of  inspired  paintings,  of 
sculptured  heads,  etchings  and  de- 
signs for  "the  greatest  ot  pioneer 
American  motherB"— portraits  that 
reflect  such  Idealism,  character 
and  courage  (ommemorative  of 
Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  and  Mother's 
Day,  that  only  a  competent  Jury 
of  distinguished  art  judges  and 
historians  could  decide  which  one 
would  be  most  venerated  as  the 
mother  ot  Lincoln. 

The  society's  stamp  petition,  now 
going   into    circulation   among   the 
schools   of   all    the   48    states,   asks 
that  the  design  "embody  the  like- 
ess  of  the  face  or  head  or  some 
"presentation     of     Nancy     Hanks 
incoln,    jnother    of    the    Immoital 
brahain  Lincoln." 
Due  to  the  national  scope  ot  the 
t  of   postage,   a   national    jury  of 
veri  judges  will  he  announced  on 
' —  ' '    '      ■  ■  -"  ■  ■■■I 
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